AEINE F ORWARD TOGETHER WITH
A CHILD WITH DISABILITY

SACHIKO ATSUSAKA

Junko Atsusaka

26 years old

Rett Syndrome
Disability type : Al
Grade: 6 (the severest)




FROM BIRTH-GIVING TO
ANNOUNCEMENT OF DISABILITY S

v Unexpectedly hard delivery, repeated
hospitalization

v, Concerns about the child who has difficulties in
growing
v, \Worries of father, grandparents and relatives

v, Comparing with children of the same age and
overreacting




REFUSAL AND DENIAL OF
DISABILITY

#»The fact that | coul dn
v, Breaking with in -laws who denied the child

v, What is a disability? How can | raise the
child?

v, What to live for?
v, What Is reason d'étre?




HOW | LEARNED TO ACCEPT MY CHIL
WITH DISABILITY

EVEN AFTER ADMITTING THE EXISTENCE OF
DISABILITY...

7. | became a trainer in an attempt to make my
child normal

v Conflict between my dream and the fact that
the child stays disabled

vSometil mes | can hang on
%zl Om not sure aboutchihy s e

v Donut phenomenon, isolated from the
community




UNSPOKEN MESSAGE FROM JUNKO
ASKING FOR HUMAN DIGNITY

"PLEASE SAY THAT IT’S OKAY TO STAY THE
WAY | AM™

v Accept the way it Is
zWhat 0s | mportant | s

v, Being strong enough to expose the
weakness



LIVE TOGETHER HUMANELY

Learn from troubles in the neighborhood
z»Human being means o0beli
v People are living by supporting each other

. Children grow together with children

v, People grow and become human through
experiences in the society




TAKE ONE STEP INTO THE COMMUNITY

v Exchanged with other children and walked on
her own In a park

v, Disabllities existing because of the society,
rat her than Junkoodos di

v Entered a nursery school as one of peers
growing together

v Laughing aloud, her life shining
v Qutstanding growth and development




ENTERED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
IN THE COMMUNITY, WISHING
FOR A NORMAL ILIFE

v, Mother accompanied for commuting

v, Eating lunch together with children
without disabillities

v Emerge of Monster Jun-chan

v, Desks are placed in all classrooms of the
school

v Promotion of understanding in the
community

% Not only children, but also parents made
friends




WENT TO JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGIH
SCHOOLS FOR CHILDREN WiTh
DISABILITIES

v, Commuting escort was hard because of the
distance

v, Going out with friends in the neighborhood on
holidays

v Agricultural work team in individual guidance
v, Dally stretching exercise




LIFE IS A SERIES OF DAYS LIVING
JOYFULLY A——

Diagnosis by doctor

. Rehabilitation i1s a waste of time
. WIll gradually lose the ability to walk
. Wil never grow (progressive disease)

Actually

. Practice of swimming, stretching and
walking on a pathway

. Rapidly acquired the ability to walk
. Gradually growing




AMOUNT OF SERVICE UTILIZATION
PER MONTH

7. Day care service5 days per week

7. Home helper 70 hours per month
7. Guide helper 48 hours per month
7. Respite temporal care As needed

v, Short stay 2 days per month




II. Borelatibk ofslbrkol sLéde | t

shopping (6) Pick -up service

Going for
swimming,

park,

(6) Pick -

Living in a residential facility means
nmdGr ¢ hkx khed h

12






TOILET TRAINING




